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1st Annual Conference of the Arabian Knowledge
Economy Association

In collaboration with Al-Aghar Strategic Think Tank Group and
Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry

January 12-13, 2008 Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

“Towards a Knowledge Economy”

Conference Objectives:

The conference theme of “Towards a Knowledge Economy” will aim at:

• Introducing, promoting and applying the appropriate policies and strategies 
for building a viable knowledge-based economy in the Arab World.

• Creating awareness on the knowledge-based economy in the private and 
public sectors

• Learning from the experience of other countries in preparing their individuals
and enterprises for the knowledge economy era

• Networking entrepreneurs, investors and industry experts to discover new 
practical approaches for improving and shaping innovation and 
entrepreneurship in several industries including education, hydrocarbon, 
power and water, environment, healthcare and life sciences, information and
communication technologies, and real-estate and tourism.   

Targeted Audience

• Policy Makers
• Business leaders
• SMEs
• Investors
• Entrepreneurs
• Academics

Co organizers:
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Provisional Agenda

Friday, January 11
4:00 pm- 9:00 pm Delegates Registration (Venue: Jeddah Hilton Hall)

Conference Program Agenda

Day 1: Saturday, January 12 (Venue: Jeddah Hilton Hall)
Theme: Introduction to Knowledge Economy and Its Required Strategies and Infrastructure

8:00 -10:00 am Delegates Registration

10:00 -10:15 am Opening Remarks

10:15 - 10:30 am HE Dr. Amr Mosa,
Secretary General of the Arab League 

10:30 - 11:00 am The Knowledge Economy:
Introduction and Global Perspective
Jean-Eric Aubert,
World Bank Institute

11:00 - 11:30 am Intellectual Capital; A New Map for Knowledge Navigation,
Society Entrepreneurship and Intelligent Knowledge Policy
Leif Edvinsson,
President of The New Club of Paris

11:30 AM - 12:00 am Innovation Strategy for the Knowledge Economy
Debra Amidon,
CEO Entovation Int’l, USA

12:00 AM - 12:30 pm Coffee Break

12:30 PM - 1:00 pm Science-Based Economic Development Strategies
Richard Bendis,
Board member of State Science & Technology Institute, USA

1:00 PM - 1:30 pm Plenary Session I

1:30 PM – 3:00 pm Prayer and Lunch Break

3:00 PM - 3:30 pm Malaysia's Experience in Addressing the Knowledge Economy
Challenge,
Dr. Azzman,
Malaysia

3:30 - 4:00 pm Intellectual Capital of Communities, Regions, Cities and Nations
Professor Ahmed BOUNFOUR,
European Chair of Intellectual Capital Management,
University Paris-Sud
Vice-President of The New Club of Paris

4:00 PM- 4:30 pm The Desert Knowledge Economy Opportunity -
Australia ’s experience and global imperative”
Mike Crowe,
Networking and Communications Manager,
Desert Knowledge Australia

4:30 – 5:00 pm Starting A Green Field Project Without Infrastructure,
Dr. Sultan Bahabri,
Jeddah Bio City, KSA

5:00 pm – 5:30 pm Venture Capital: A Missing Link for the Knowledge Economy
Ron Manual,
CEO Integration Capital Inc., USA

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Plenary Session II

6:30 pm– 6:45 pm Café Discussion Process
Jamal Al-Mutair,
CEO of KANZ Training Center
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8:00 pm - 10:00 pm Conference Welcoming Ceremony & Dinner
(Venue: Jeddah Hilton Hall)
- Holy Quran
- Welcoming Remarks
- Inaugural speech by:

HRH Prince Kahlid Al-Faisal
Governor of Makkah Region

- Matti Taneli VANHANEN, Prime Minster of Finland
- Bertie AHERN, Prime Minster of Ireland

- Fredrik Reinfeldt, Prime Minister of Sweden

Day 2: Sunday, January 13 (Venue: Al Qaser Hall)
Theme:  Best Practices for Converting Intellectual Asset into Profitable Businesses

9:30 am – 2:30 pm Breakout Session A:
Industry-Based Entrepreneurship and Innovation Networking
Networking entrepreneurs, industry experts and investors.

Objective: Discover new ways of promoting and shaping 
innovation and entrepreneurship in selected industries:

Parallel Sessions (café discussion style)
1. Education
2. Hydrocarbon
3. Power and water
4. Healthcare and life sciences
5. Information and Communication Technologies

Breakout Session B:
Youth our Future

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee Break

2:30 pm – 3:30 pm Prayer & Lunch Break

3:30 pm– 4:00 pm The Individual: The Heart of the Knowledge Economy.
Dr. Charles Savage,
President, Knowledge Enterprise, Germany

4:00 pm  - 4:30 pm How Companies Extract Value From Their Intellectual Property
Patrick Sullivan,
ICM Group (USA)

4:30 pm- 5:00 pm Corporate Innovation: The Engine for Economic Growth in
the Knowledge Economy
Dr. Maher Chebbo,
Director of Innovation and R&D, SAP, Germany

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Plenary Session III  

6:00 pm – 6:15 pm Concluding Remarks

6:15 pm Conference Program End

Post-Conference Workshops:
(venue: Jeddah Chamber of Commerce)

Monday, January 14

11:00am - 5:00 pm  “Knowledge Economics”
by Debra Amidon, Oliver Schwabe and Leif Edvinsson,

Tuesday, January 15

1. 10:00am - 3:00 pm  “Science-based Economic Development Strategies”
by Richard Bendis,
Board member of State Science& Technology Institute, USA

2. 4:00pm -  9:00 pm   “Valuing Intellectual Property- Basic principles and methods
for valuing intangibles”
by Patrick Sullivan,
ICM Group, USA

- Tun Dr. Mahathir Bin Mohamad, Former Prime Minster of Malaysia
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Post Conference Workshops

Monday, January 14

Title: Knowledge Economics – The new mindset and implementation strategy for 21st
century leaders workshop

 
Lecturers: Debra M. Amidon, CEO                                             
                 ENTOVATION International                              
                 Boston, USA 

                         Oliver Schwabe, Managing Director
Euro Focus International Consultant, Ltd.
Germany

                 Lief Edvinsson, President
                 The-New-Club-of-Paris
                 Paris

Venue: Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Time:  11:00 am  - 5:00 pm

Tuesday, January 15

Morning

Title: Science-based Economic Development Strategies workshop

 
Lecturer: Richard Bendis , President & CEO                                       

True Product ID Inc.                               
                   Boston, USA                                                                  
                   Board member of State Science & Technology, USA

 
Venue: Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Time: 10 :00 am - 3:00 pm
 

Afternoon

Title: Valuing Intellectual Property – Basic principles and methods of valuing intangibles
Workshop

 
Lecturer: Dr. Patrick H. Sullivan,                                             

ICM Group, USA                                                

 
Venue: Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Time:  4:00 pm - 9:00 pm
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Conference Speakers & Workshop Lecturers

Debra Amidon,
CEO Entovation Int’l, USA

Leif Edvinsson,
President of The New Club of Paris

Oliver Schwabe,
Managing Director, Euro Focus International

Consultant, Ltd., Germany

Jamal Al-Mutair,
CEO of KANZ Training Center

Ron Manual,
CEO Integration Capital Inc., USA

Dr. Sultan Bahabri,
Jeddah Bio City, KSA

Patrick Sullivan,
ICM Group (USA)

Dr. Charles Savage,
President, Knowledge Enterprise, Germany

Dr. Maher Chebbo,
Director of Innovation and R&D, SAP, Germany

Richard Bendis,
Board member of State Science & Technology,

USA

Jean-Eric Aubert,
World Bank Institute

Professor Ahmed BOUNFOUR,
European Chair of Intellectual Management,

University Paris-Sud,
Vice-President of The New Club of Paris

Dr. Azzman,
Malaysia

Mike Crowe,
   Networking and Communications Manager,

Desert Knowledge Australia


